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Comment on YEEC
Aisha Al Mazroui
Analyst – Youth and Community
Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi

“The youth conference was unique this year. The programme was inclusive; everyone had the chance to contribute and participate, and people of determination made significant contributions. The youth conference included workshops, open space, school and university exhibition spaces, and a podcast area that inspired curiosity in people to explore and take part.
During the event, six episodes of the Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi’s (EAD) “Naturally Educated” podcast were recorded, as well as 10 recordings by youth who shared stories and insights about the congress and their work back home. The EAD Exhibition area (Entomology and Pearl) was successful in attracting the attention of many delegates and visitors.

Seventy-nine youth speakers came together to create tomorrow with the common goal of “Environmental Education for Sustainable Development” as the Youth Congress established a community of young people genuinely concerned about Environmental Education Future plans, the “YEEC Family”.
With the pavilion open to all, the youth were a key presence, and the stage was filled with activities, music, conversations, discussions, and energy. Everyone was enthusiastic about the wide range of learning opportunities afforded by the congress. There will be opportunities to expand the existing international youth community and to excel in the achievement of common Environmental Education (EE) for Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) goals. 
Additionally, the youth proved to be excellent content creators and successfully portrayed key highlights of their participation to the public across a range of social media platforms. Everyone left with a positive story to share, and knowledge to enhance their current EE for ESD work, thanks to an extensive network of international EE stakeholders, while making memories to last a lifetime. 
Overall, YEEC 2024 created and sparked the interest of youth in terms of inclusion in future EE contributions. If there are chances to proceed with national and global EE goals, there may well be opportunities to include the YEEC Youth Family. Overall, 761 young people, 882 students, 84 universities, and 185 schools attended more than 40 sessions covering the congress’ 10 dedicated themes.”
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